CHARGE III: vVicletion of the 95th Artiols of War.

Specification 1: Io that Second Lisutenant Thomas R. Conner,
&6th Engineers, with intent to deceive Staff Sergsant
Jamea J. Eoecer, Frivete First Class Henry L. Latimer
and FPrivate First Clasa William C. Brazier, ell of
48th School Squadron, A.C., who ware them ir ths sxe-
cution of thelr duty es members of the alart ocrew of
46th School Souadron, A.C., did, at Randolph Field,
Texas, on or about Dacember 5, 1937, wropgfully pretend
to said Staff Sergeant Rosser, Private First Clase
Latimer and Private Firot Class Brazisr that he was
Sesond Lisutenant Mell M, Stephsnson, Jr., Alr Corps,
and that he was authorized to fly Army airplens, Typs
BT=9B, A.0. Mo, 37=153, Squedron No. 243, well kmowing
thaet said pretenses weres false, end by means thereof
did deceitfully obtain from sald Staff Sergeant Rosser,
Private Firet Class latimey and Privats First Clasa
Brazier, for bis own use, ssid drmy eirplane, Type
BT-%B, A.C. No. 37=-153, Saquadron No. E43, of the walus
&f pbout $16,207.16, property of the United States,
furniohed for uss in thes piliitery service thereof.

Specoification B: In that Second Lieutenant Thomas H. Conner,
Bth Enginesrs, 4id, at Randolph Fileld, Texas, on o
about Decémber 5, 1937, with lntent to dedeive Staff
Bergeant James C. Rosser, #6th School Squadron, A.0..
who wag then im the sxesution of his duty e nonoom-
misaioned officer in charge of the alert orew of 46th
Bohool Squadron, A.C., state to the sald Staff Sergeant
Fosser that "I have a olesrance, it is in my quarters,”
or words to that offect, whioh statement was lmown by
the smid Lisutenant Commer to bs untroe in thet he
di4 not have such olearenca,

Ba pleadsd not guilty to the charges end speoificaticns, and was found
guilty of Ohargea I and II and their specificstions, geilty of
Bpeoificstion 1, Charge III, except the words -

fthat he wes Heccnd Lisutensnt Msll M. Btsphspson, Jr., Alr
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Corpe, and", and

®and by mesns thersof did deceitfully obtain from said
Staff Sergesent Rosaer, Private Tirst Class ILatimer and
Private First Class Brazier, for his own uwse, said Army
airpleane, Type BT=9B, A.C. No. 37=153, Squadron No.

243, of the value of about §16,807.16, vroperty of the
Tanited States, furmished for use in the military servica
thaersof™, and furthermore

"pretecees ware™, subatituting therefor the wordas
"pratense waa®,

guilty of Specliieation 2, Charge III, and not guilty of Cherge III

but guilty of wieolation of the 95th Article of War. No eviderce of
previous convictlons was introduced. He was sentenced to he dismissed
the service. The reviewing authority approved the sentence and
forwarded the record of trisl for action under the 48th Article of War.

%s The evidence shows that at about 10:45 a.m., Sunday, December
5, 1837, sccused drove in an sutomobile to a hanger at Rendolph Field,
Texas, and inquired as to what person was to use a certein Army airplane,
Type BT-9B, Alr Corps Mumber 37-153, Squadron Number 243, which wae
gtanding nearby., He was told that it wae for a Lisutenant Stephenson,
(R. 15,16,16,38] It had been preparad for a eross-gountry flight and
wes Tusled with 105 gmllons uf gesoline (R. 21) of the valus of nine
and eaven-tenths cents per gallom. The airplans, property of the
United States, waa of the wvalus of about 816,207.168. (Pros. Ex. I)
Accused depsrted and shortly thersafter borrowsd from an officer
acquaintance at the field a set of flylng equipment (H. 57,38). At
atout 11 a.m. he returnsd to the hangar wearing the flying squipment
end got into the airplans, Priwate First claes iWilliam E. Erezier,
46th Sohool Squedron, Air Corpa, & msmber of the alsrt orew &t the
hangay, approschsd and aaked accussd if he had hia “clearenge”
(R, 21-23), an authorization required for cross-country, but not for
loeml, flights (R. 76; Proas. Fx, H). Accused atated that he 4id not
bave & clearance and suggestsd "How about fixing.it up for me?"
Accused started the motor of the airplame (K. £2), and Brazier reported
to Staff Sergeant Jamss (, PBosser, noncommissioned officer in charge
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of the alert grew, 46th School Bquadron, in the hanger office. Rosaer
instructed Private Firat Class Banry L. Latimer, & membher of the
Squadron alert crew, to make inquiries., (R. 16,3%) Latimer went to

the airplans and esked accused about the olesrance. Acoused said be
d4id not "heve time to go by and get™ it. Latimer reported to Rosser,
in the hangay office, that scoused 414 not heve & olearancs, and
returned to the alrpleme. Thersupon mccused told Latimer that him
Foleaprencs was in his quarters™ apd asked latimer to go to his quarters
end get it for him, (R. 16) In the meantime Rosser telephoned the

Poat Operstions Offios, from which he recsived inatructions not to
permit the pilot to teke off without a zlearance (R. 35,49,55). FRosssr
then went to the airplene amd told acoused that he must have a alsarance,
Accused replied, "I have a clearspce. It 1s in my rdom in the Bachelor
Officers Guarters® {R. 33), gave & room mumber (R. 37,38), and asked
Rosser to send somsone for 1t. Rosser returned to his office and
telephoned further, Mhils Roesar was talking over the telsaphons

(R. 33,34), accused ordered Brazier to "pull the blocks" (R. 22},
saying he wes going to "taxi armund end get reedy to teka off® (R. 27).
Bragier started towards the ofiice but accused called bim back, gave
him "anothsr order +o pull the blocks and aterted getting out of the
ship", whersupon Brezier removed the blocks and scoused took off I{a

the airplane end left the field (R. 22,23,34). Accused had attendsd
ths Alr Corps Primary Flying School at Randolph Fleld from September
10, 1936, to Septembar 27, 1937 (Pros. Ex. A), but on Auguat 31, 1937,
having been disqualified for further flying training, bad been suspended
from duty invelving flying (Proa. Ex. B}, and wea not thersafter
muthorizsd to pllot en Army airplepe (R. 64). He did oot heve a
clearance for a flight on December 5, 1937 (R. 48).

A short timw after leaving Randolph Fileld, sccused flew tha
mirplans over a residential area in the suburbes of San Antonio, Texas,
Por tem or fiftesn miputes he flew &t & low altituds, diving at lsaat
twige to within about fifty fest of the housetops and making some
"90 degres benks” at & very low altitude. (R. B80-82,87) AD Alr Corps
officer who obsstved acocussd teatified that in his opinion; besauss
of low altitude, it would bave bssn impossible "moat of the time"
for scouasd to hawve landed without "eraching into something® hed the
motor failed (R, B3), and that accused flew "dangerously low" (R. B6).
By & regulation issusd by ths Commanding Officer, Randolph Field,
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