The First Generation

be 1733-34 (%)
John Stephenson--
d. 1794
Wife

Hannsah
Children:

1. Thomas Stephenson (1755-17999 Married Mary Waddell 1781

2. ¥William Stephenson

3. Joseph Stephenson

4. Mary Stephenson

5. Elizebeth (Ann ?) Stephenson ( Married John Callshan , Oct.
25, 17849

John's Brother:
Williem Stephenson--Viife Martha

Childrens : £

l. Elizabeth
2. Rebecca
3. Moore
(Franklin Gounty)

The Stephenson brothers were born in Ireland, twenty mlles north of
Belfast. They were Scotch {rish Presbyterians.

John and his family came to &America in 1768, and settled in Iredell
County, N. Ce After the Revolutionary War he moved to Georgia and
died in Breene County 1794. His will, written in 1793 and probated
in 1794 in Greene County, named hils wife Hannah, and his sons, Thomas
and williem executors. Other children: dary, Elizabeth and Joserh.

A certificate from his brother Williem in Iredell County mentioned
lands in North Carolina.

Note: Scme of this data was culled from the records kept in the Rhodes
Memorial Builddng in Atlanta, Georgia. Some of it from femily records.




The Second Genersation

II. Thomas Stephenson = Born in Ireland, 1755
Died in Greene County Georgia, 1799
Married in 1781 or 83
Wife
Mary Wwaddell - Born in Ireland, 1756
Died in DeKallh County, Georgia, 1840

It is a well established fredition in the Stephenson family that Thomas
was a soldler 1n the American Army throughout the Revolutionary Was. He
enlisted from Iredell County, Ne Ce at the age of 21. Unfortunatly

his record, name of Gompany, etc., were not kept with the family records
and up to the present time have not been verified by records in the War
Department. The story was told by their children and greandchildren

that Thomas asked *ary to marry him before he left for the army; she
refused and gave the reason, she did not want to be a widow, The story
was enhanced in the telling by the narrators imitating her Irish dialect.
According to the records of John Stephenson of Carroll County, they were
married in 1781, and soon after moved to Georgia, the exact date not on
record, but their son John was born in VWilkes County, Georgla :in 1786.

After the Revolutionary War there was a considerable immigration from
Virginie and the Carolinas to Georgia. To understand this one needs to
know something of the early history of Georgia. Georgla was the last
of the thirteen colcnies to be established. It _was one hundred and
twenty-six years after the first settlement at Jamestown, Virginha

that Georgia had an English Settlement, and not until 1752 did she be=
come & colony under direct British contpol.

The land was wilderness and populated with hostile Indians, with whom
the settlers were continually at war. Gradually, by treaty and by
purchase, the lands were taken over from the Indlans.

In 1784 the Georgia legislature passed the Land Act, and appointed a
Land Court to handle and investigate land claims. & large tract of land
had been taken from the Indisns in settlement of debts made by them with
the tradersj this land was called Wilkes County; later 1t was dlvided
and other counties formed from it. This land was to be sold by the
government to settle the claims of the traders. A&lso a large part was
to be donated to those who had served America in the Revolhutionary viare
It is logical to surmise that Thomas Stephenson, who by reason of his
service, would be entitled to a claim would be glad to be a beneflclary
of this act.

' These early settlers came into Geogla by crossing the Savannah River at
Fort Jsmes in wilkes County. There they registered with the Land Coubt
which was established there and secured their lands. These records are
supposed to be kept in the Georgla Department of archives and History,
and we hope yet that Thomas' may be found. The family record say that
they first lived in Wilkes County and thence to Greene, We know they
were 1living in Greene County in 1790, for we find records showing that
Thomas Stephenson andhis wife Mary of Greene disposed of 124 acres of
land , July 9, 1790. ( Land &rants# P-117)



1. John (our ancestor) born November 12, 1786, in wilkes C ;

to Susan Anna feseler, ’ ’ e Rt

2. Thomas, the only certain record that we have of him is that "he lived
and died in €larke Gounty, survived by two sons who moved to Upper Georgia"
Among the D. A. R. records of marriages on Greene County is one Thomas
Stepljenson who married Sarsh Rounsavale August 18, 1818, This could have
been thls Thomas. .

In J. C, Fleanagan's History of Gwinnett County we find the statement;
"William Stephenson of Clarke County drew Lot No. 45 in land lottery p-62,
and on p-62 "Samuel Stephenson from Clarke County drew Lot 180, 7th dist."
Since at that time any part of the State nobth of VWilkes Counbty was spoken
of as Upper Georgia, this just possibly could have been the two sons men-
tioned above,

3. Sarsh (Sally) married William 4nderson February 2, 1819 in Greene
County. They lived in Clarke County. She died at the age of 84, No
children. ( I have a letter she wrote to J. M. Stephenson, my father-vV.S.V)

4. Polly, married Edward Callahan. They moved to Mississippi. According
to D, As R. records of marriage in Gpeene County, Polly Stevens-mmrried
Edward Callahan, December 20, 1815 (p-27Q. This is no doubt, Polly Steph-
enson as records were not free from error, and this is the probable date
of our Polly's marriage.

$. Mary, married Joshus (or Joseph) Shaw. She moved to Upper Georgla.

6. William, moved to Mississippi. He married and had four sons and thres
daughters.

Mte Third Generztion

III. Zohn Stephenson -b.November 12, 1786 in wilkes Gounty, Georgia
d.January 21, 1871 in Dekalb County, Goergia
M.Year 1812, Greene County
Wife=-
Susan Anna Peeler b.Jenuary 8, 1792 in Greene CGounty, Georgla
d.August 11, 1860 in Defalb County, Georgia

They moved to DeKelb in 1825, There were twelve children in this fam-
ily, nine sons and three daughters. Two of the sons died in infancy or
cnlldhood, and one at the age of 20,

1. Thomas U. born November 12, 1812, moved to Tennessee in 1847, where
he practived medecine for fifty years, and died at the age of 87, leav=-
ing descendants,

%#2. James Peeler, born December 31, 1814, He was celled "Happy Jim". He
first moved to Carroll County, Georgia, and later to Marshall County, ala,
leaving descandants,

# 3, Susan, born August 20, 1816, married Thomas Gardner, and died at the
age of 36, leaving five children.

4, John Elbert, born Novewmber 23, 1813, died 1832.

# 5. Anthony Franklin, born #ugust 1, 1820, died July 31, 1893,
®. Joseph, born November 10, 1824, He lived in DeKalb County. There
were two children.

+# &, liloses Randall, born march 8, 1827, died December 22, 1913
6o William, born December 8, 1822, Lived in Gleyton County, Georgla, and
dled at the age of 78,



9. Elizabeth Ann, born June 7, 1829, dled 1870. She married liilIlam
Brentloy and moved to Texas in 1851, %here were Children.
10, Mary, born may 20, 1831, died at the age of 73, She married Needham
Whitley, and lived in DeKalb County near Lithonia. She had a large family,
11, John Alexander, born &pril 29, 1833, died 1836.
12, Jacob Henry, born February 20, 1835, dled in infancy.

‘Those nemes marked with as asterisk wlll be given a more extended devel-
opment of their lives under the heading-"The Fourth Generation'

The Birth dates were in the possession of J. W. Stephenson of €arroll
Countvy. He had hils grendfather's Bible. Among K. A. Stephenson's notes
we find that John ®tephenson, who married susan Peeler, was appolinted
guardian for the minor children of Anthony Peeler who had lived in Jasper
County. The death of anthony Peeler's death was 1839, K.i4. Stephenson
has e mess of itemized accounts made for these children. It is not . J
certailn what the relationship of Anthony Feeler was to John'!s wife, !
Susan, but evidently, very close. It 1s interesting to note that Susan
named hme of her sons éanthony ¥ranklin.

The Fourth Gensration

IV. Anthony Franklin Stephenson, born August 15, 1820, died July 31, 1893.
Married- first, September 22, 1838, gane Gardner, born may 12, 1812,

dled Mgy 16, 1856. Married- second, November 5, 1857, Loulsa Smith Black,
bornNovember 16, 1824, died September 27, 1904. finthony Franklin Steph-
enson was the f£ifth child of John and Susan Pesler Stephenson, and lived
in DeKslb County, Georg a until 1849 when he moved to Carroll County with
his wife Jane and three sons, John Wilburn, James Madison and Franklin
Thompson. The gradual acquisition of land, by treaty and by purchase,
from the Indians was the cause of a continual mavement of the settlers,
especially those young end strong enough to wrest a home and civilization
from the wilderness. During the administration of Governor Troup (1823~
18270 he concluded a treaty with the Creek Indians and secured all their
lands in the 8tate of Georgia. The land thus gained was divided into
Counties, one of which was Carroll County, but all the Indians were not
removed o the West-until 1838. ihen A. F. Stephenson moved to Carroll
County it was still largely forest and unsettled country. He bought one
hundred acres of land, uncleared, and buillt a cabin near a spring. 7This
log cabin was well bullt, generous proportions, with a good rock chimney
and roomy fireplace. Later when nis house was built he continued to use
the cabin for a kitchen. The writer remembers that cabin., At that time
they had a cook stove, but still useda the fireplace also, and no food
ever seemed 8o deliclous as that cooked over red coals of fire in that
open fireplace. In the other end of the cabin was an old loom where

Aunt Tomsle wove beautiful bedspreads and coverlets, as they werse called.

Jane Gardner Stephenson died Meay 16, 1856, and lies burriod near Bowdon,
on the lower Carrollton to Bowdon Road. She was a daughter of Christo- i
pher Columbus Gardner and his wife Clarissa Simmons of North Cerolina.
Her brother, Thomas Gardner, married Sussan Stephenson, her husband$
sister. Before her marriage she was a Presbyterian, but joined the i
Missicnery Beptist Church with her husband. (My father,(J. M. S.) al- )
ways spoke beautifully of his mother, and Uncle John (Jo We S.) told

me she was celled the sweetest singer in the County (Ve Se We)

The second wife of &. F. Stephenson, Louisa Smith Black, was bhe widow
of Thomas Black, and siae had one child, Eliza Thomas Black, who had been
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