Dear 1oy, _

Your letter and picrures just received. I can't f£ind
wozds to thank you and tell you how I appreciatec both tut
especially the picture and my heart filled and I could not ’e p
back the memories of my childhood days and how strong and stcut
the 0l1d soul was and how forlorn and forsaken she looked Ana
o think she is the last of all Papa's old slaves that is leZit.
2nd you know Uncle Dave went to the airmy with your Grandfather.

10 corcmence w1th Dave was the first slave your Granupa eve* cwn;c.

gave Uncle Dave to Papa to carry his gun and go with hl“. Jncle
Dave being older and larger. As Papa growed up others wers adcad
till he owned I thiak about 75 darkeys. At that time ome thousand
doilars was often the price of a good megro. oney was y;-h._-ul'
with both Father and son. That was befcwre the war pleaty land,
stock, negroes and money. I, your Auat Lela, was givea Inez by
Grancna aﬂd Grandma Bryan to nurse and lcok after me. After the
<sar closed and the negroes ware set free, they still worked on
piantation. They thought too much of their master, or "woster'
as they called them to leave, but Papa had been sood and had not
zat and starved them like lots of other slave owaners had can:.

That is why they s;ayed with him till tney have all gone but Auxt
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Your Great Grandfather (Ned Eryan) lived near Thomasvilie

sefore Taomasville was built. He married a Miss Susan Ann Horm
zod raisad 5 children namely, John, Hardy, William, Mikel Janes
Jefferson (Your Crandpa), Mary Ann. There are only a few of the
chiléren left. If I can find out who has the old record, I will
zry and get it for you. There are & good lot of vranabhlldve“ but
3 don't suppose you care about them. “0f Uncle John's family, one
won, JGSB, at last accounts he lived below Quitman. Cleopatra is
z.1 of Uncle Haxdy' s Famlly. She lives in Florida between Quitman
_;d uad-son. I can't give her nzme for she first marriec 2 Dock

Dovey after nis death she marrled again. I think both of Uncle
"‘11_ 's children died. The last I knew of Baxton he livecd in
ubCASUﬂVilla. Mary married and died. VYou are ‘personally accquainted
with iike Bryan's family., Of Huntz, she has one girl by her first
Husbano (Brown) and Lula Strum lives scaewhere near Ccrnelia, by

“er last husband (Butler) two girls and a boy Joe. Ome of the girls
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Tives in Mmacon (Dixie) but I d ¢ know who she wmarriec. <Oy Suean
Arn elther, she lived near Madizon last I kuew of her. Uzncle Houry
Jutler married again, iived in Ea‘iso1 but died, I think, lzast yzar.
LEas rot been very iong ago. '

Grandpa was over 76 when he died not™many years after I
waes born. Can't say just how long. Your Grandpa and Ma nerricd,
went to live witn the o0ld folks as Pa nad to look after his bnszne S.
Ee was too old and Papa had never lefr them so lMa lived on with ti
till the property was divided then Graﬂdma lived w*th Papa tiil
bezfore she died. We moved £o Orange Spring. She did not want
lcave the other children but was to come when Pa came back for
in the fall. 3She was only sick a short while before your Grc
got thiere she was dead. She never was saticfied after Pz le
co sad. - She was at Uncle John's at what they czlled Punkin
2 few miles below iadison. Her and Uncie Eardy died in a
£ each other. 1 think sne was 62. Your Grandpa was 52.
=ived to be old. Lula Strim and I are the oldest of the graz
think Lula is about 57. Your aunt 55.
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Now I can't tell YOL what regiment your Grandpe s&rved in
who his captain was. I have forgotten bus will try and 3
pa ¢id not go when the war f£irst bro&e out. & did not w
ave Delnga he had not been so very long married. So he h
bstitute by paying a big price to the man older than he wze
serving a while, they called for older mean which tock Zz's
tute so Pa had to go himseli and serve. : ' .
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Your Grandma, Lucy Eneck, was born in Carolina. My Grcal-
ocher was born in England. Now what Grandfather meant by sending
Grancdza and her sister over the water to Charleston to school I
have never been able to find cut. I was tco small to ask quessicns
ebout it and if I was told, have forgotten. But this much I kaow,
aiter they both graduated, instead of going back to England to thair
Father, both married over here. Grancma first married Collinsz, thexn.
Zanescks. You have the cld bible to refer to to find ages. Her sister,
Julia married a2 man by the name of Cotman. Aunt Julia had twe

*1d:en, Jim and Sallie Cotman. Cousin Sallie married Joha Stexi
ci Thomasville. She died Leav1n°, I think, 8 children of wiilich you
know some of them. Julia and Sallie Stark you have heard your Y
“aik of them. I don't know whatever become of Cousin Jim's dzuzh:er,
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tlamie, after she married. Jim died since. I can remember Grandma
leit Caro.lna and woved to Thowasville., Not long after she had been
;ncre your Grandpa saw Lucy Enecks, fell in love with at first sighe,
aad married. I think she was 15, Papa 26 or 27. My Grandmother

rich but through bad management of her oldest son, Alexander

WAS TLC

Coliins, lost nearly everyth*qg she had and made her home with Maza
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tlll her death. She died at Dixie, Ga. Was somewhere im her
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W, my boy I have tcld you all I can think of, If
is anyth_“g I have not told, write me. I am going to write to
cne I think can tell me wnat Company Papz was in. I think his Cap
was his Cousin Lousious Bryan but for your sake and H. L., if she
should ever want to join the Daughters of Con:eueracy, she woulid have
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to tell what Company her Grandiather was ar officer in. Both Grand-
fathers and about 13 Uncles were in the war Brya1 and Rast bcth

Grandfathers. You see I was born in Thomasvx‘;. 3 years before your
llother. Between our birth the whole family moved down on the plan-"

tation in Madison and your ¥c was born there after the war. nha

just before Budie was born, °aﬁa moved to Dixie, Ga. Budie and
Rozer were both born there. the time aftexr 'uCﬁe -_m;, there is
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7 yeczrs between he and Rorer, we had moved to Crange Spring, FL
scayed 2 years came back to Dixie which made him 5 years oxd when
we came back. Scayea there just before Jimmie came, he bouzht the
o0ld hcmestead. Jim and Daisy were born there where your Ma lives.
Loth Grancmothers lived with us at Dixie. ‘Pa had & a big store nozel..
Had stege line there to Tallahasse and Nontlcel-o \o. 13 R &, ceze

from uavannah to Thomasville. -
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Well, Louise and I am very sorry’ I did not get to sse you.
- all. You know we came near loosing our da“llno baby with typhoid e
. fever. My! but one night I thought he was' -gone when the fever laft'-
him you could not even feel his pulse. I am so anxious to sce your -
boy. Hope he will be all you expect of him. You could not have
given anyone else a picture that would appreciate it any more than
I did. The one of your family. I have not been well since I have
been up with Earl so much. Hope the girls:iare getting on nicely
with their school. H. L. does not feel like typewriting this.
liaybe you can spell zll you want to know so will send 1t on. Te ll
you the truth I don't feel ll&e copylng 1tfover. o S

&

I told you of the spoons, Grandfather sent Uncle Uard/
o N. Y. with silver dollars and had a full set of 311veL ma
knives, forks and spoons. Huntz got most of the silver but all
had spoons. There was six of grandchxldren born in the saxe yez
€O Grandma gave us the extra set of teaspoons and a plate. I hs
siven Glenn the spoon when I die for I have always used it myself, . S
it has Bryan on it. Write me soon. I don't love to erte but" CE
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love to get letters. L . i o

Aunt (Lela)i
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sizter (Lele) of nmy Grandmother Rast, nee
Bryan. 1 believe it was written in 1917.

8-15-69
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This letter was written to Loy Edmund Rast,
my uncle. He was brother to my father.
They were sons of Mattie Claudia Bryan
Rast and William Walter Rast. Aunt Leila
was sister to my grandmother.
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